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right shoulder and bending his left knee, takes the ball in his
hand and presents it with the thumb inclined towards the
ground. Afterwards he places it on some other darbha-grass,
which has been sprinkled with water. Then a white mark is
made on the ball, and certain flowers and leaves are placed on
it. Now there are sixl things that the pitris love, but of these
six the leaves of the tulasi plant and the flowers and seeds of
the sesamum plant are the dearest of all; so that, if possible,
the whole six, or at least three, should be placed on the
ball.
A thread to represent clothes is next laid on it, and the
performer prays that the gift of this ball may assuage the
hunger of the preta; and then, as he goes on to ask that its
thirst may be quenched, he pours water on the ball with his
thumb earthwards.
If, owing to any circumstances, the eight gifts2 usually
made at the time of a man's death were not given, they are
promised now, and distributed on the thirteenth day. It will
be remembered that, before the two calves were married, five
copper vessels were arranged on a lotus ; these are now given
away to Brahmans, the ball is thrown into the river, and the
performer bathes.
Now that everybody is pure, and the ceremonial defilement
caused by the death has been removed, people can be asked to
dine in the house once more, and feasts are given on the
eleventh, twelfth, and thirteenth days. (Food is pure enough
for mortals on the eleventh day, but not for gods till the Rite
of Union is performed.) At least fifty-two Brahmaus must be
invited, to correspond with the fifty-two balls offered in
Sraddha. And it is essential that they should come, otherwise
the preta will not be delivered, for what a Brahman eats has,
as it werera sacrificial value, for it is accounted as given to
Agni, The near relatives and the members of the household
1  The other three, besides these mentioned, are the Ago$tya> the
Bhrihgaraja, and the Sata$atrik&*
2  See pp. 140, 141.